ST EVARISTUS, P. M.                     [Ocr. 26

From the example of the saints, it appears how foolish the pretences
of many Christians are, who imagine the care of a family, the business of
a farm or a shop, the attention which they are obliged to give to their
worldly profession, are impediments which excuse them from aiming at
perfection. Such, indeed, they make them; but this altogether owing to
their own sloth and malice. How many saints have made these very
employments the means of their perfection! St Paul made tents; SS.
Crispin and Crispinian were shoemakers; the Blessed Virgin was taken
up in the care of her poor cottage; Christ himself worked with his reputed
father; and those saints who renounced all commerce with the world, to
devote themselves totally to the contemplation of heavenly things, made
mats, tilled the earth, or copied and bound good books.

The following feasts are celebrated on October 25 :

ST BONIFACE, Pope and Confessor, a priest well versed in the discipline of the Church, and
advanced in years when he succeeded Zosimus, Dec. 29, 418 : ST CHRYSANTHUS and his wife
Sx DARIAS, martyrs: ST CRISPIN and ST CRISPINIAN : ST GAUDENTIUS of Brescia, ordained Bishop
by St Ambrose about 387; twenty of his sermons are extant owing to the request of a pious
nobleman who, "being too ill to attend, asked the saint to commit them to writing; in one he
exhorts Christians to let humility and hospitality be practised in their homes: " Let the word
of God and the sign of Jesus Christ (the cross) be in your hearts, on your countenances, at table,
in the bath, when you go out and when you come in, in joy and in sorrow " : ST JOHN OF BKVERLEY, a
monk of Whitby, afterwards Archbishop of York; and, in Ireland, ST THADDBUS MACHAR, Bishop.

OCTOBER 26

ST EVARISTUS, POPE AND MARTYR
(A.D.  112)

[See Eus. Hist. lib. iii. c. 34, lib. iv. c. i.    The first part of Anastasius's Pontifical, ascribed
to Damasus; Tillemont, t. ii. p. 231.    Berti, Diss. Chronol. t. ii., &c.]

ST EVARISTUS succeeded St Anacletus in the see of Rome, in the reign of
Trajan, governed the church nine years, and died in 112. He is honoured
with the title of martyr in the Pontificals and in most Martyrologies. The
institution of cardinal priests is by some ascribed to him, because he first
divided Rome into several titles or parishes, according to the Pontifical,
assigning a priest to each: he also appointed seven deacons to attend the
bishop. He conferred holy orders thrice in the month of December, when
that ceremony was most usually performed, for which Amalarius assigns
moral and mystical reasons; Mabillon and Claude de Vert1 give this,
that at Lent and Whitsuntide the bishops were more taken up, but were
more at liberty in Advent to give due attention to this important function:
for holy orders were always conferred in seasons appointed for fasting and
prayer. St Evaristus was buried near St Peter's tomb, on the Vatican*

^ The disciples of the apostles, by assiduous meditation on heavenly
things, were so swallowed up in the life to come that they seemed no

1 Explic. des C&4m. Pref. p. 28.